
 

Lawrence View Primary School 

Collective Worship Statement 

Collective worship is an educational activity that is inclusive, involving pupils of any 

faith and none, as a school is a community of people holding different beliefs. 

Aims of Collective Worship 

For the school: 

Collective Worship contributes significantly to the ethos of Lawrence View Primary 

School. It is our aim that it is a time when our school community can: 

• Share common aims and values; 

• Celebrate achievement and special times; 

• Explore together the world in which we live; 

• Develop a community spirit. 

For the pupils: 

We also intend that Collective Worship contributes to the development of the pupil as 

a ‘whole’ person by providing opportunities to: 

• Worship God; 

• Consider spiritual and moral issues; 

• Explore personal beliefs; 

• Encourage participation and response; 

• Promote community/shared values; 

• Reinforce positive attitudes. 

Statutory duty of school 

The law requires that all registered school age pupils take part in an act of worship 

each day (apart from those who have been withdrawn by their parents). This is usually 

provided within a daily assembly. 

The Head Teacher is responsible (under the School Standards and Framework Act 

1998) for arranging the daily collective worship after consulting with the governing 



body. Daily collective worship must be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character. 

The precise nature will depend on the family background, ages, and abilities of the 

pupils. However, if it is inappropriate for some or all of the pupils to take part in 

Christian collective worship, the Head Teacher may apply to the local Standing 

Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) for a determination to have this 

requirement lifted. 

Organisation 

“Collective worship is a special time for pupils to reflect upon life experiences and 

ultimate questions and, if appropriate, focus on God. It should allow the pupils to be 

able to make a spiritual response…Schools often gather for achievement assemblies, 

singing assemblies and curriculum assemblies. These can be made into an act of 

collective worship through the addition of 

• an opportunity for reflection or prayer at the end of these times. Without it 

they stay as an assembly.” SACRE 

At Lawrence View Primary School, an act of worship is held every day within our 

assemblies. Our assemblies are organised into whole school, key stage and class 

groupings and mostly occur in the school hall. When a year group is not involved in an 

assembly, as outlined below, a class or year group act of worship is provided. 

Monday 

Whole school assembly Collective singing and in the news assembly 

Tuesday 

Class assembly 

Wednesday 

Whole School assembly (various themes) 

Thursday 

Whole School Assembly (various themes) 

Friday 

Achievement Assembly 

Planning 

Although our assembly themes are of a broadly Christian nature, we ensure they also 

reflect a range of festivals and celebrations from other religions and beliefs. We also 

take account of various ‘Awareness Days’ and events throughout the year. We are 

always flexible to include current and topical issues. 

Leadership 



The content of our acts of worship is considered carefully to ensure relevance and 

suitability for all our pupils. The Personal development Lead determines assembly 

themes for the whole school and produces an assembly plan every half term. 

Assemblies are delivered by the Head Teacher, the Senior Leadership Team and class 

teachers. Occasionally, members of our community, including representatives from the 

local churches take assemblies and lead acts of worship. 

Leaders choose the style/method and resources that are appropriate to the content, 

age, aptitude, and the background of our pupils. The content of our assemblies always 

aims to evoke a response in the individual. This may not be visual, but opportunity is 

always given to express this response through reflection and/or prayer. 

Right to Withdraw 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children wholly or partly from acts of 

collective worship. Parents should make their wishes known to the Head Teacher who 

will ensure that any pupils who are withdrawn are appropriately supervised while the act 

of collective worship takes place. The parent does not have to give a reason for this 

request. 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The school will review this statement annually and assess its implementation and 

effectiveness. The statement will be promoted and implemented throughout the school. 

The Personal development Lead will monitor the effectiveness of Collective Worship 

throughout the school by evaluating the assembly termly plans, conducting learning 

walks and through the use of staff and pupil voice. 

Covid 19 Addendum 

During the pandemic, all Collective Acts of Worship will take place in the classroom. For 

‘whole school’ and ‘key stage’ acts of worship, teachers will record assemblies using 

either Loom or PowerPoint slides so that they can be shared safely with other classes. 


