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1. Introduction
This policy outlines the arrangements for identifying, assessing and supporting pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) at Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School.
We are committed to providing an inclusive learning environment where every child is valued, respected and supported to achieve their full potential. We recognise that every teacher is a teacher of pupils with SEND and that high-quality teaching is the foundation of successful inclusion.
The school is committed to ensuring pupils with SEND access a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum alongside their peers and are enabled to participate fully in the life of the school.
A pupil has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability that calls for special educational provision to be made for them under the Children and Families Act 2014.
A child or young person has Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A pupil has a learning difficulty or disability if they have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities generally provided for pupils of the same age in mainstream schools. Special educational provision is educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made generally available for other children and young people of the same age.
Areas of Special Educational Need
The SEND Code of Practice identifies four broad areas of need. These areas are not intended to fit pupils into a particular category, but rather to help schools identify and plan appropriate provision.
Communication and Interaction
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs may have difficulties expressing themselves, understanding language or interacting with others. This category includes pupils with Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC).
Cognition and Learning
Pupils may learn at a slower pace than their peers and may experience difficulties acquiring literacy, numeracy or other learning skills. This includes specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.
Social, Emotional and Mental Health
Pupils may experience difficulties with emotional regulation, relationships, anxiety, low self-esteem, attachment needs or mental health difficulties that impact upon their learning and participation in school life.
Sensory and/or Physical Needs
Some pupils require specialist support because of hearing impairment, visual impairment, multi-sensory impairment, physical disability or medical needs that affect their access to learning

2. Legal and Statutory Framework
This policy is based upon:
· Children and Families Act 2014
· SEND Code of Practice: 0-25 Years (January 2015, updated September 2024)
· Equality Act 2010
· The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework
· Working Together to Safeguard Children
· Keeping Children Safe in Education
· Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions at School
· Teachers' Standards
· The school's Accessibility Plan
· The school's Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
In accordance with Section 66 of the Children and Families Act 2014, Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School will use its best endeavours to secure the special educational provision required by pupils with SEND. 

3. Vision and Aims
At Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School we believe every child has the right to feel safe, valued and successful.
We are committed to:
· Providing an inclusive culture where diversity is celebrated.
· Ensuring all pupils have access to a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum.
· Identifying needs as early as possible.
· Supporting children through high-quality adaptive teaching.
· Working closely with parents, carers and external professionals.
· Promoting independence, resilience and confidence.
· Removing barriers to learning and participation.
· Preparing pupils for the next stage of education and future adulthood.

6. Roles and Responsibilities
Headteacher
The Headteacher is responsible for:
· The overall strategic leadership of SEND.
· Ensuring SEND remains a priority within school improvement planning.
· Ensuring statutory duties are fulfilled.
· Ensuring appropriate resources are allocated to SEND provision.
SENDCo
The SENDCo will:
· Oversee the day-to-day operation of SEND provision.
· Coordinate support for pupils with SEND.
· Maintain the SEND register.
· Support teachers in identifying pupils with additional needs.
· Liaise with parents, outside agencies and the Local Authority.
· Monitor the effectiveness of SEND provision.
· Deliver and coordinate staff training.
· Fulfil all statutory SENDCo qualification requirements and maintain professional knowledge through continued professional development.
Class Teachers
Class teachers are responsible for:
· The progress and development of all pupils in their class.
· Delivering high-quality adaptive teaching.
· Implementing agreed SEND strategies.
· Working with the SENDCo and parents to review provision and outcomes.
· Contributing to the Assess-Plan-Do-Review process.
SEND Governor
The Governing Body will appoint a named SEND Governor who will:
· Meet regularly with the SENDCo.
· Monitor SEND provision and outcomes.
· Ensure statutory duties are met.
· Report findings to the Governing Body.

7. Identification and Early Intervention
At Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School we recognise that early identification is essential.
Needs may be identified through:
· Teacher observations and assessment.
· Progress and attainment data.
· Screening and assessment tools.
· Parent or carer concerns.
· Pupil voice.
· Health professionals.
· Nursery transition information.
· Reports from external agencies.
Nursery and Early Years
The Nursery and Reception teams work closely with families, health visitors and specialist services to identify needs at the earliest opportunity.
Particular consideration is given to:
· Progress Check at Age Two.
· EYFS assessments.
· Speech, language and communication development.
· Social interaction and play skills.
· Physical development.
· Early indicators of SEND.
Where concerns arise, the school works collaboratively with families and professionals to implement support promptly. 

8. Ordinarily Available Inclusive Provision
The school believes that high-quality teaching is the first response to meeting pupils' needs.
All pupils benefit from our ordinarily available provision which may include:
· Adaptive teaching.
· Visual timetables.
· Clear routines and structured learning environments.
· Scaffolded learning.
· Targeted questioning.
· Use of assistive technology where appropriate.
· Flexible grouping.
· Strategies that support speech, language and communication.
Reasonable adjustments will be made in line with the Equality Act 2010 to ensure pupils can access the curriculum and wider school life.
SEND Support
Where a pupil is identified as requiring additional support beyond ordinarily available provision, they may be placed on SEND Support. Provision will be determined through the graduated approach and tailored to meet individual needs.
Support may include:
· Targeted literacy and numeracy interventions.
· Precision Teaching.
· Speech and language programmes.
· Social communication support.
· Emotional literacy and wellbeing interventions.
· Emotional regulation programmes.
· Sensory regulation strategies.
· Assistive technology and adaptive resources.
· Small group or individual support where appropriate.
· Advice and recommendations from external specialists.
All interventions are outcome-focused, monitored regularly and reviewed to evaluate their effectiveness in improving pupil progress and wellbeing.
Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs)
Where a pupil's needs are significant, complex and long-term, and where SEND Support has not resulted in sufficient progress, the school may request an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment in partnership with parents or carers and relevant professionals.
For pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), the school will:
· Deliver the provision specified within the EHCP.
· Monitor progress towards agreed outcomes.
· Work collaboratively with parents, carers and external agencies.
· Hold and contribute to annual review meetings.
· Ensure that support remains appropriate and responsive to changing needs.
· Promote independence and preparation for adulthood wherever appropriate.
The school is committed to ensuring that pupils with EHCPs are fully included in all aspects of school life
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Working with External Agencies
The school works closely with a range of external professionals and specialist services to ensure pupils receive appropriate support and provision. External agencies may be involved when additional assessment, advice or intervention is required.
These services may include:
· Educational Psychology Service.
· Speech and Language Therapy.
· Occupational Therapy.
· Physiotherapy.
· Specialist Teaching and Learning Services.
· School Nursing Service.
· Mental Health Support Teams.
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS).
· Social Care Services.
· Local Authority SEND Services.
Recommendations from external professionals are incorporated into classroom practice and support plans where appropriate.

Accessibility
Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School is committed to ensuring that all pupils can access education and participate fully in school life.
The school will:
· Make reasonable adjustments in accordance with the Equality Act 2010.
· Remove barriers to learning and participation.
· Improve access to the curriculum for pupils with SEND.
· Improve the accessibility of information for pupils and families.
· Improve access to the physical environment where appropriate.
Further information is available within the school's Accessibility Plan.

Funding for SEND
The school receives delegated funding to support pupils with SEND and uses these resources to provide high-quality provision and intervention.
Funding may be used to:
· Employ specialist staff and teaching assistants.
· Deliver targeted interventions.
· Purchase specialist resources and equipment.
· Provide staff training and professional development.
· Commission advice and support from external agencies.
Where pupils require a higher level of provision, the school may apply for additional funding through Local Authority processes.

Complaints
The school is committed to working positively with families and resolving concerns at the earliest opportunity.
Concerns regarding SEND provision should be raised in the following order:
1. Class Teacher.
2. SENDCo.
3. Headteacher.
4. Governing Body.
If concerns remain unresolved, parents and carers may make a formal complaint in accordance with the school's Complaints Policy.

Monitoring and Evaluation
The effectiveness of SEND provision is monitored regularly to ensure it has a positive impact on pupil outcomes.
The school evaluates SEND provision through:
· Tracking pupil progress and attainment.
· Reviewing individual outcomes and support plans.
· Pupil voice activities.
· Parent and carer feedback.
· Learning walks and classroom observations.
· Provision reviews and intervention evaluations.
· SENDCo monitoring activities.
· Reports to governors.
Information gained through monitoring and evaluation is used to inform school improvement planning and ensure continual development of SEND provision.

9. The Graduated Approach: Assess, Plan, Do, Review
The school follows the graduated approach outlined in the SEND Code of Practice.
Assess
Information is gathered from:
· Class assessments.
· Parent and pupil views.
· Teacher observations.
· Specialist advice.
· Progress information.
Plan
Support strategies and outcomes are agreed collaboratively with staff, parents and pupils.
Do
Support is delivered by teachers and support staff with oversight from the class teacher.
Review
Progress towards outcomes is reviewed at least termly and provision adjusted accordingly. 

15. Pupil Voice
The views of children are central to decision-making.
Pupils are encouraged to:
· Discuss their strengths and areas of difficulty.
· Contribute to support plans.
· Participate in reviews.
· Share strategies that help them learn successfully.
· Contribute to person-centred planning approaches.
Where appropriate, one-page profiles and pupil-centred reviews may be used to ensure children's voices are heard and valued.

16. Mental Health and Wellbeing
The school recognises the close relationship between SEND and emotional wellbeing.
Support may include:
· Pastoral support.
· Emotional literacy interventions.
· Mentoring.
· Access to external mental health services.
· Support from local Mental Health Support Teams where available.
· Anxiety management and emotional regulation strategies.
· Trauma-informed approaches.
Staff understand that emotional wellbeing can significantly affect learning and participation.

17. Safeguarding
Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School recognises that children with SEND may face additional safeguarding challenges.
Staff receive training to understand:
· Increased vulnerability.
· Communication barriers.
· Online safety risks.
· Child-on-child abuse.
· Attendance concerns.
· Mental health needs.
· Contextual safeguarding risks.
All concerns will be reported in accordance with the school's safeguarding procedures.
SEND pupils may require individual risk assessments and additional safeguarding measures where appropriate. 

18. Attendance
The school recognises the importance of good attendance for all pupils, including those with SEND.
Attendance of pupils with SEND will be monitored carefully.
Where attendance concerns arise, the school will:
· Work closely with families.
· Identify barriers to attendance.
· Involve external agencies where appropriate.
· Implement individual support plans.
· Promote successful engagement with education.

21. Transitions
We place significant importance on successful transitions.
Transition arrangements include:
Into Nursery and Reception
· Home visits where appropriate.
· Stay-and-play sessions.
· Meetings with families.
· Liaison with previous settings.
Between Year Groups
· Detailed staff handovers.
· Shared transition information.
· Additional visits where required.
To Secondary School
· Enhanced transition programmes.
· Visits and familiarisation opportunities.
· Multi-agency transition planning.
· Additional support for vulnerable pupils.
For pupils with SEND, transition planning is personalised to ensure continuity of support and successful outcomes.

22. Local Offer and SEND Information Report
Lawrence View Primary and Nursery School publishes a SEND Information Report annually on the school website.
The report outlines:
· Identification procedures.
· Types of provision available.
· Support from external agencies.
· Accessibility arrangements.
· Contact details for further information.
The school also contributes to and signposts families to the relevant Local Authority Local Offer in accordance with statutory requirements
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